Some class snapshots

Kindy kids
Our Kindy children thoroughly
enjoyed their recent Incursion from
West Oz Wildlife! They learnt all
about Australian animals such as
koalas, kangaroos, bobtail lizards
and bearded dragons!

This ‘hands-on’ experience
was a real highlight for all
involved and the experience
generated many questions
and much oral language. Children
absolutely delighted in handling
the Stimson Python! Way to go
Kindy kids!

BRINGING LEARNING TO LIFE!

Kindy kids
Surf’s up! What began with a
handful of children trying to
‘SURF’ in the sandpit - down the
sand covered plank, attached to
the boat, using pieces of wood…
evolved into a mass interest in
surfing the balance boards we
placed on the grassed area!
The children took great delight in
finding out how they could use these
pieces of equipment together with
others, in singles, couples, pushing the
boards together to make a crocodile
run! A water trolley, large table,
bamboo channels, oversized teapots,
water play equipment and friends
working together equals lots of
planning, predicting, wondering and
modifying of ideas - as water slides
at a waterpark were constructed outdoors! It is wonderful how we learn so
much through play, experimentation and the sharing of friend’s i deas!

Pre-primary
The Pre Primary children have really
loved exploring our outdoor
environment this term!
In early childhood we greatly value
frequent and regular opportunities to
explore and learn from our outdoor
play spaces. Our bushland provides
an awesome play space, giving
children contact with the natural
world and unique opportunities to
engage with nature.

When you take children outside
regularly you see the joy,
wonder and excitement they
experience discovering a bug
crawling along a log; building a
cubby, making a secret hideout
under a tree, or simply paddling
in our homemade creekbed!

Year one
On Friday the 16th of March
2018, Australian schools stood
united in their communities to celebrate the
eighth National Day of Action Against
Bullying and Violence.
The Year One children discussed the
importance of showing kindness to all and
gained a greater understanding of the word
‘empathy’. One Gold created their own
wrinkled hearts after reading the story
‘Chrysanthemum’ by Kevin Henkes, while One
Blue investigated the idea of ‘walking in
someone else’s shoes after listening to the story ‘Those Shoes’ by
Maribeth Boelts. We all agreed that a world without bullying is the way we
want our world to be and it all starts with ….ME!
The Year One’s have enjoyed learning about the
significance of
particular symbols
seen during Easter.

Our young Master Chefs created their very own Hot Cross Buns from
scratch and they were absolutely delicious!

Year two
This term Father
Giovanni popped
in to speak to us
about the
importance of the
Sacrament of
Baptism in the church.
He explained the use of the
Baptismal Font, and the
significance of holy water and the
different special oils.
During Literacy Rotations we
play ‘Roll and Spell’. This is a fun
way to practice our weekly
spelling sounds using a variety of
different ‘hands on’ activities.

Year three
When the Year Three students are
not ‘working up a sweat’ in
aerobics classes, they are ‘dancing
up a storm’ for morning fitness!
This term in small groups, the Year
Threes have experimented with
different ways to express their
individual identity and emotions,
through the use of different body
movements and dance.
We have also been exploring all of the
different states and territories that
make up our wonderful country!
We’ve discovered some amazing
landmarks and tourist attractions and
we have been lucky enough to visit
them by researching and producing
an informational page that has formed
part of a whole class factbook, all
about Australia! The city of Adelaide
and the Great Barrier Reef are
displayed
in the
photo on
the left!
.

Year FOUR

In Year Four this term, we have been
reading the text ‘Tales of a Fourth
Grade Nothing’ by Judy Blume.
Throughout our reading of this great
text, we have been working on
developing our oral reading skills. To improve these skills, we have
participated in a dramatic reading task, which focuses on developing
strategies such as reading with fluency and expression. After several
practises, we performed our pieces as a team in front of our peers. We
then had the opportunity to provide and receive valuable feedback from
another team.
In week seven we visited The Literature Centre in
Fremantle. We participated in two sessions of
poetry workshops and explored a number of forms
of poetry, including ‘I Love…’ poems and ‘Today
is…’ poems. After visiting the Literature Centre, we
edited and published our ‘Today is…’ poems and
shared them with our families at Open Night.
WE ADORE POETRY IN YEAR FOUR!

Year FIVE
Last Friday Year 5’s
performed ‘The
Greatest Show’ for
our assembly.
In class, we have
been reading the
novel T
 he Lion, the
Witch and the
Wardrobe. The main
message of the
story is to be proud
of the person you
are and to recognise
and appreciate that
everyone has
different strengths
and abilities.
We performed the songs The Greatest Show, ‘Come Alive’ and ‘This
is Me’ from the movie ‘The Greatest Showman’ and acted out scenes
from the novel, which is about four children from the same family who
have to leave their town because of the bombings of WWII. A woman
and a professor take the children to their house. While playing a game
of hide-and-seek, the youngest member of the family, Lucy, finds a
wardrobe to hide in. She travels back into the wardrobe and finds a
place called Narnia. The children battle wolves, meet talking animals,
encounter an evil white witch and meet a magnificent lion named
Aslan. We have created different pieces of art, analysed the
characters and enjoyed reading the novel and really can’t wait to read
the ending
this week.

“Learning japanese, i think i’m
learning japanese, i really think so”
Embarking on our second year
of learning Japanese, all
students are consolidating
what they know from last year
and developing greater
fluency in speaking with
confidence. Culturally, we are
practising using chopsticks
and learning about famous
folktales that are an integral
part of the culture of Japan. It
has been great to see the year
4,5,and 6 students recording and
listening to their own accent in
Japanese as well as adding detail and
expression to their greetings. Our Year
6 guides did a wonderful job at our
Open Night, with a selection of hands on
activities for students to demonstrate
their skills to their families.

Our Year One classes have also started their Japanese learning
journey! They are singing songs and reading and writing their names
and numbers to 10. They are also practicing writing the Hiragana
alphabet!

Year six
Our Year Six camp was a jam-packed three days of fun, learning,
adventuring and taking ourselves outside of our comfort zones. We were
challenged to try new activities such as the Vertical Challenge and Raft
Building. We also tried new and delicious foods and learnt how brave we
could be when it came to staying away from home! Overall it was a
wonderful learning experience and it gave us all a chance to shine as
leaders!

Four of our Year 6 students recently
participated in the Synergy Solar Car
Challenge at Mazenod College. The
challenge included building and racing a
solar car along a 20m track. Our students
placed third out of 10 schools entering
the challenge in the South Metro region!

Clean up Australia day

gannon day
Monday the 19th of March, was the
feast of St Joseph of the Apparition.
Gannon students and staff
celebrated their House Day as the
house Patron, Sister Margaret Mary
Gannon, is a Sister of St Joseph.
All students in Gannon kindly
donated items that were organised into care packages for needy families in
the local community. Vickie, from Coolabaroo House was very appreciative of
all the donations that Mrs Cogger delivered on behalf of the school.
Gannon’s house motto is “Serving With Humility”, and it was a wonderful act
of service that the Gannon students performed for the good of others.

