
WELCOME TO YEAR FOUR
With Mrs Ruby Chaves (4G Term 1), Miss Veronica Williams (4G 

Terms 2-4) & Miss Louise Corkhill (4B)
- 2019 -



Mrs Ruby Chaves
My teaching philosophy is centered on providing a rich, relevant and purposeful 

education that seeks to engage and consider all students equally. I place great emphasis 
on the individual learner and understand that no child is identical to another, and 

therefore every child has different needs, strengths and challenges. I seek to engage my 
students in open discussions, a combination of independent and collaborative 

experiences and a range of higher-level thinking activities in the classroom. I maintain 
high expectations of my students as I believe that a child’s potential is immeasurable. I 
provide my students with a range of experiences that encourage individual self-growth 

and the development of reflective learning practices. I understand that education is 
constantly changing and my teaching is focused on supporting my students in becoming 

21st Century digital citizens. I am committed to creatively presenting learning 
experiences that are innovative and integrated, using ICT as a tool to enhance my 

students learning. In the classroom I intrinsically motivate my students, encouraging the 
development of genuine self motivation and self regulated learning skills.

Teaching Philosophies

Miss Louise Corkhill

My philosophy of teaching is student-centred with the core belief that all 
students should be given opportunities to succeed. Students are all individual 

learners and knowing my students well is essential to providing tailored 
opportunities to each child. Strong relationships with students and their 

families are the key to success and my role is to provide rich, purposeful and 
engaging opportunities that meet the demands of the curriculum, while also 

teaching  valuable life skills. Students learn from having opportunities to 
critically think, research and inquire, therefore, I provide my students with a 

range of open ended tasks. Education is forever-changing and I have enjoyed 
focusing on the rich use of technology in the classroom to enhance learning 

and to assist students in becoming active, 21st century digital citizens. I 
provide a welcoming, positive and safe classroom environment, where 

students are encouraged to take risks in their learning and see mistakes as 
opportunities. I encourage and support students to be intrinsically motivated 
to do their best, and provide them with many different opportunities to grow 

and self monitor.

Dear Parents,

Welcome back!
We hope you had a lovely 

Christmas and a wonderful 
beginning to the new year. 

We are really looking 
forward to a productive 
and exciting year ahead 
with your children and 

already have so much to 
look forward to.

At the end of Term One, we 
farewell Mrs Ruby Chaves 
as she goes on Maternity 

Leave and warmly 
welcome Miss Veronica 

Williams To Year Four Gold 
for the remainder of the 

year.

This document will outline 
important information 

regarding housekeeping 
matters and your child’s 
teaching and learning for 

Term One.

If you have any questions 
and queries regarding 
information within this 

document please do not 
hesitate to email your 

child’s classroom teacher.



H O U S E K E E P I N G
In the table below is information regarding specialist classes for Term One. Information about what your child will need for these 

particular classes is also provided.

Specialist Teachers

 

Punctuality

At 8:30am each morning classrooms will be opened. Students are expected to be in their classrooms before 8:40am to ensure they have 
time to set up for the school day. *Please note that if your child arrives at school from  8:20am to 8.30am, they will need to assemble in the 

undercover area until 8:30am to receive supervision until their classrooms open.

OTHER PARENT INFORMATION 2019
Please take the time to visit read through the PARENT HANDBOOK, an online resource that will assist St Emilie’s parents in accessing key information 
related to our school context. It is important to also read the Weekly Reminders and the check the Google Calendar on the website for the most up to 

date information and for any changes to published dates in the handbook.

MON TUES WED THURS FRI

Physical Education

(Students are to wear their 
house shirt and sport pants)

Music

Japanese
Year Four Blue: Odd week

Year Four Gold: Even weeks)

Library - 8:40am

(Students are to bring their library 
bags and books for return)

* Please note that if there is a public 
holiday or pupil free day, we will be 
exchanging books on a Tuesday or 

Wednesday for that particular week.

Science 
(Year Four Gold: Odd weeks
Year Four Blue: Even weeks)

Health

Year 3/4 Sport

MUSIC JAPANESE PE / HEALTH SCIENCE

Mr Nicholas Dabbs Mrs Tracy Aroozoo Mr Paul Davis Mrs Kerrie Cogger

COMMUNITY
MASSES

Week 1, Term 1 
8.00am - 30 minute Community 

Mass - Wed 6th February.
Week 5, Term 1

9.00am - Ash Wednesday Whole 
School Mass - Years 1-6 + 
families and parishioners

Week 9, Term 1
8.00am - 30 minute Community 

Mass - Wed 3rd April

Families are asked to please try 
to make the time to join staff 

and parishioners at these 
Masses throughout the term. 
Coming together as a prayer 

community is a powerful way of 
supporting our children’s faith 
life and a special way to start 

the day.  Each term Masses are 
advertised via the Planner and 

the Weekly Reminders.

YEAR FOUR 
ASSEMBLY
The Year Fours will be 

performing our Holy Week 
Assembly on Friday the 12th of 
February at 9am in the school 

hall. We invite families and 
friends to attend this assembly 

as part of our special Easter 
celebrations.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UpJ1HtaO3BcgsektjlrG73_GMqcI2W1n5gCHrtEPfDM/edit


L I T E R A C Y
Reading - History Comprehension 

Unit

Cars & Stars Literacy Pro

Lexia

Writing - Poetry & Editing Skills

Grammar/Punctuation

N U M E R A C Y
NUMBER:

Place Value
Patterns & Algebra

MAI: Place Value
These groups allow teachers to address each child’s learning needs 

in mathematics and will be focusing on addition and subtraction. 
Students will be provided with the opportunity to participate in 

‘hands on’ mathematics activities that explore a variety of 
strategies and concepts. We will be working with Year Three 

classes.

MEASUREMENT & GEOMETRY
Time

Shape

STATISTICS & PROBABILITY
Chance

I N T E G R A T E D   S T U D I E S
Term One Unit - 

Community: First Contact
RATIONALE

Understanding the history of the Australian community enables us 
to empathise and appreciate the traditions and experiences of 

different cultures. 

FUTURE ACTION
Students will have the knowledge and language to participate in 
conversations about the Australian culture and the treatment of 
the First Australians. They will use the skills of historians as they 
consider their family history and develop a curiosity about the 

past. Students will also consider the punishment of the convicts in 
the context of their world..



T E C H N O L O G Y
We are very excited to be continuing the 1:1 

program in Year Four in 2019. Year Four students 
will be receiving an iPad in the first few days of 

school to use as their learning device. These devices 
will be kept at school for the first week while we 

ensure they are correctly set up and students 
become familiar with using and caring for them. 

Devices will then sent home following our 1:1 
‘Bootcamp’ in Week One, which will be held on 

Thursday the 7th of February at 5pm in the 
Learning Hub. We look forward to discussing 

important information regarding the use and care 
of your child’s iPad at this event.

Please ensure your child comes to school each day 
with their iPad fully charged and in it’s carry case.

S A C R A M E N T A L  P R O G R A M
As Year Four students will be receiving the First Eucharist this 
year. Sacramental enrolment forms will be available from the 

church foyer from Sunday the 9th of February. Families are 
expected to attend:

One Commitment Mass (from the following dates)
Saturday 9th March at 6.30pm & Sunday 10th March at 9am and 5pm

Saturday 16th March at 6.30pm & Sunday 17th March at 9am and 5pm 

One workshop for children and parents: Wednesday 31st 

July at 6pm. Students will receive Reconciliation at the Holy 

Communion Retreat on ______.  If students are absent this day, 

another opportunity will be organised prior to First Eucharist.

One Sacrament of 1st  Eucharist (from one of the following 
dates)

Saturday 17th August at 6.30pm,  Sunday 18th August at 9am & 
5pm, Saturday 24th August at 6.30pm, Sunday 25th August at 9am 

& 5pm 

            

K E E P I N G  S A F E
P R O G R A M

The Keeping Safe: Child Protection Curriculum (KS:CPC) is 
a child safety program for children and young people from 

age 3 to year 12. 

The curriculum of the program follows two main themes:
- We all have the right to be safe

- We can help ourselves to be safe by talking to people we trust.

The curriculum is taught each year by both Mr Davis as 
part of the Health Curriculum and the classroom teacher. 
In addition to this program St Emilie’s seeks out incursions 

that also support the learning each year. Parents will 
continue to be informed of opportunities to attend Child 
Protection sessions that are being run in our local area 

throughout the year. These opportunities appear on the 
Weekly reminders. Please refer to the Parent Handbook 

for more information and some helpful links.

R E L I G I O U S   E D U C A T I O N

The Religious Education units for Term One 
are:

Whispers From Within - Baptism

Loved and Forgiven - Penance (Lent/Easter)

Information about these units is in our 
attached Religious Education letter.



A B S E N C E S
If you child is absent from school please 

email St Emilie’s Admin by 8:45am or fill 
out an absentee form on the St Emilie’s 

App available on the App Store and Google 
Play Store. It is a legal requirement that 

you notify us by note/email of your child’s 
absence as soon as possible. Thank you for 

your cooperation with this.
Please see our Parents and Carers
Attendance and Non Attendance 

Procedures for more information.

C O M M U N I C A T I O N

Important messages, reminders 
and dates will be on the school 

website.

Please check it weekly.

http://www.stemiliescps.wa.edu.au/

P U R P O S E F U L   P R A C T I C E
In 2019 we will be continuing with our whole school approach to 
Purposeful Practice. The grids will be shared online via the school 

website in the Year Four section. Your child will be receiving a 
purposeful practice booklet at the beginning of each term, which 

includes a working space for some of their activities on the grid, and 
also the page that requires parent or guardian feedback and a 

signature. Each grid requires a signature from a parent or guardian 
because some of the tasks are unable to be checked by a teacher. 
We thank you in advance for your support in assisting your child to 

have their grid signed and brought to school on time.
Please note that there will be various activities that your child will be 
able to complete using either their iPad and/or provided purposeful 

practice booklet. This will be further discussed at the Parent 
Information Evening on Wednesday the 4th  of February.

Click here to view the St Emilie’s Purposeful Practice Policy.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-_s1mAwmVoRmHLNufT8objE8cc_GF_0gccX-C1_n1yc/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-_s1mAwmVoRmHLNufT8objE8cc_GF_0gccX-C1_n1yc/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-_s1mAwmVoRmHLNufT8objE8cc_GF_0gccX-C1_n1yc/edit
http://www.stemiliescps.wa.edu.au/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B9_axiUyiP5EN0xaUldqMW9nMjA/view


E X T R A - C U R R I C U L A R
A C T I V I T I E S

Extracurricular opportunities for students to participate in 
throughout the year.

After School Play For Life

Instrumental Program

Tennis lessons

Dance Troupe (Years 5&6)

Osh Club

For information on these programs, contact Administration.

O P P O R T U N I T I E S   F O R
R E P O R T I N G   S T U D E N T

P R O G R E S S
There are many ways that we report about your child’s progress 

throughout the year. This term, we are inviting each family to 
attend two opportunities to view or discuss their child’s learning.

TERM ONE
The Two Way Interview that you are invited to book with your 

child’s classroom teacher in week 5 & 6 will provide the 
opportunity to discuss your child’s learning and questions you may 

have. Please visit the website early in Term One for information 
regarding booking your Two Way Interview.

At our Open Night in Week 9, parents are invited to come into Year 
Four with their child to explore some of the learning experiences 

that have taken place across the term. This provides a perfect 
opportunity to celebrate your child’s hard work and successes.

C O N T A C T I N G  Y O U R 
C H I L D ‘ S  T E A C H E R

The best way to contact your child’s 
classroom teacher is via email. 

As outlined in the Parent Information 
Handbook, teachers do their best to 
reply within 48 hours. Appointments 

can be arranged via email.

ruby.carroll@cewa.edu.au

louise.corkhill@cewa.edu.au

mailto:ruby.carroll@cewa.edu.au
mailto:louise.corkhill@cewa.edu.au


T E R M  O N E  -  R E L I G I O U S  E D U C A T I O N

The first education unit ‘Whispers from Within’ - Baptism, begins with wondering at the gift of 

conscience. Students will be guided in wondering about God who created their conscience. Students will 

discover that God created conscience to call us to do what is good, because God is good. Jesus always 

did what was loving and good and he helps his followers to do the same through Baptism. The unit 

explores how Christians celebrate Baptism reminding students that God will always help them to love 

and do good, Jesus calls his followers to examine their conscience daily so that they can more clearly 

recognise their conscience calling them to love and do good. Finally, the unit reviews ways Christians 

continue to remind themselves that God is hoping that all people will be strengthened through Baptism 

to follow Jesus’ call to love and do good.

The second religious education unit ‘Loved and Forgiven’ - Penance, Lent/Easter, begins with wondering 

at the human experience and doing what is good for others. The focus is upon love that empowers 

people to forgive those who hurt or offend them. Love also empowers people to seek forgiveness from 

those who they may have hurt or offended. Students will wonder at God who created the power of love 

and celebrate what has been revealed about God: that God always forgives. The unit then explores ways 

in which, Jesus showed powerful love by forgiving those who harmed him. The unit introduces students 

to stories Jesus told, and that Catholics celebrate the love and forgiveness of Jesus during the weeks of 

Holy Week with a focus on celebrating Jesus’ forgiveness of sins through the Sacrament of Penance.



God of Wisdom and Might, 

we praise you for the wonder of our 

being - for mind, body and spirit. 

Be with our children as they begin a 

new school year. 

Bless them and their families and 

teachers. 

Give them strength and grace as 

their bodies grow; wisdom and 

knowledge as they search for 

understanding; and peace and zeal 

in their hearts. 

Amen.



T H A N K  Y O U
for taking the time to carefully read through our parent handbook for 2019.

We really look forward to working closely with each family and student in our 
Year Four community this year.


