Letter to Families
15th May 2020
Dear St Emilie’s Parents and Caregivers
On the 11th May, following a comprehensive School Readiness Review of all Catholic schools in
Western Australia, Catholic Education Western Australia determined that Catholic schools across the
State would return to face to face classroom teaching and learning for all students from Monday, 18
May.
Yesterday, Premier Mark McGowan and Minister Sue Ellery also provided clarity in relation to school
attendance and operations for all schools, effective Monday, 18 May. Parents are therefore advised that
all students in all Western Australian schools, including Catholic schools, are required to attend
school, unless they are unwell, or have a medical referral to continue their learning from home.
Students may only continue to learn from home if they, or a member of their immediate family, are
immune-compromised or are otherwise considered ‘at-risk’ medically. Parents of children in these
situations, who plan to keep their children home to continue learning remotely, are asked to contact the
Office and their child’s class teacher, before classes commence on Monday.
Once we have a clearer idea who these students may be, we will plan accordingly. As teachers will be
face to face teaching all day as of the 18th May, these students will continue to be supported by
school staff, however it is important for parents to understand that, while we will do our very best,
students may not be engaged in exactly the same learning program delivered in classrooms.
Since the start of Term Two, we have been planning for all students to return to classroom learning as
soon as recommended by Government and health authorities. As the health and safety of all our

students and staff is our highest priority, we have now introduced a range of sustainable cleaning,
hygiene and safety measures and have made some changes to our school practices that are
designed to minimise risks of COVID-19 transmission in our school environment now and into the future.
While it has certainly been a very challenging time for us all, it is wonderful seeing children return to
school, keen to learn and appreciative of being back in the classroom and school environment. With
children returning to school, parents returning to work and restrictions slowly beginning to be lifted, it is a
time for ongoing vigilance and optimism.
Your valuable feedback has indicated that you have felt well supported in your decision-making to this
point (ie whether to send your child to school or to engage in their learning from home, depending on
your own family’s circumstances). Our staff have certainly done an excellent job delivering a quality
Catholic education to all our students, irrespective of whether they were being taught at school or at
home. Likewise, parents have also done an outstanding job juggling learning, parenting, working, and in
many cases, working from home.
We all have much to feel proud of and grateful for and I believe we can now look forward with greater
optimism to what we hope will be a calm, settled, healthy, productive and enjoyable term ahead. If your
child is at all worried about attending school, or concerned about COVID-19, please check out the
resources prepared by CEWA’s Psychology Team here: https://covid19.cewa.edu.au/wellbeing/.
You are also encouraged to contact your child’s teacher if you have any concerns
about how your child is coping with being back at school or if you require any further
information or support.
As we need to continue a whole school drive through arrangement for the whole
school for the foreseeable future, we will be trialing A NEW DRIVE THROUGH
ARRANGEMENT as of Monday, so please read the instructions included with this
letter carefully. Please also find below some important information from CEWA and
the Chief Medical Officer that you are asked to read prior to Monday.
We are all looking forward to resuming classroom learning together next week and I once again thank
you for your most wonderful support, patience and trust during a time of so much change and
upheaval. It is a real privilege to walk beside you, to ensure that your child continues to be safe and well
supported - academically, physically, emotionally, socially and spiritually, and, as significant adults in our
children’s lives, this will take time, patience, hard work, expertise, wisdom and great love from us all.
I ask that you continue to support our staff as they begin the task of
assessing your child’s needs and planning to meet them
comprehensively and sensitively in the year ahead. We will be
emphasising a mindset of - persistence, having a go, working hard,
cooperating and collaborating, and seeing mistakes as daily learning
opportunities. We will also be reinforcing the high expectation we
have of treating others with care and respect, as children re-enter the
school environment and navigate their way through friendships and
relationships. And so the journey begins!
Yours sincerely,
Tania Thuijs
Principal

NEW DRIVE THROUGH ARRANGEMENT
as of Monday 18th May
Mornings
Years 1-6
K-PP(and siblings)

Drive and drop from 8.30am to 8.45am
Drive and drop from 8.45am to 9am
Afternoons

K-PP(only child)
Years K/PP-6

Drive and pick up 2.30pm to 2.40pm
Drive and pick up 2.45pm to 3.15pm

Next week we are trialing splitting the car park, to enable two lines of traffic to
pick up and exit in the afternoons.
This will mean that:
● If you are a Kindy or PP family with just one child, you will drive through and
collect your child from drive-through as normal.
● If you are a family with children Kindy -Year 6, they will sit as a family group
in one of two locations ready for collection from 2.45pm.

A-K family surname - pick up normal drive through
L- Z family surname - pick up in new second drive through

AFTERNOON PICK UP PROCEDURE

IMPORTANT REMINDERS FOR ALL ST EMILIE DRIVERS
1.

NO OVERTAKING - PATIENCE IS KEY!

2.

BAGS TO GO INTO THE CAR - NOT THE BOOT - PARENTS TO
STAY IN CAR THANK YOU!

3. MAKE SURE THAT YOU HAVE YOUR FAMILY

DISPLAYED.

4.

NAME IS CLEARLY

NO PARKING - REVERSING CARS HOLD THINGS UP & IS
UNSAFE.

5. IF YOU ARE DROPPING/COLLECTING CHILDREN AT/FROM AMHERST
GATE -

AM GATE OPEN at 8.40am
PM GATE OPEN at 2.45pm

6. PLEASE DO NOT ARRIVE EARLY at the end of the day
- this just causes issues on Amherst Road.
7. PLEASE DRIVE

FORWARD AS FAR AS POSSIBLE

BEFORE STOPPING TO PICK UP.

