8th May 2020
Dear Families,
Thank you so much for your continued support
and flexibility in this dynamic COVID landscape.
Your response to our requests for cooperation and understanding has been absolutely wonderful and
very much appreciated by us all here at St Emilie’s. Likewise, the very thoughtful and practical notes and
gifts of encouragement, have made us all feel so lucky and appreciated!
We wish all our fabulous Mums a very happy and peaceful Sunday - it looks like we might even be
blessed with beautiful weather, so things are certainly looking up! Please send in some photos of how
you spend your day with your kids, we would love to showcase them on our website! :)
We spare a thought and a prayer at this time for all those whose mothers are no longer with us. I cannot
believe that it has been two years since my own mother passed away so suddenly and unexpectedly,
days before Mother’s Day. Not a day goes by when I do not miss her, but I continue to celebrate the
amazing woman she was and all that she taught me. Amidst all the funny moments, homework hassles,
housework demands, financial worries, tiredness, and frustrations of life, may this Mother’s Day be a
time to feel immensely grateful for the gift of family life - we are all truly blessed.

PHONE CALLS HOME
Link to Phone Call Bookings for Week 3
Please read the letter above carefully which details a few changes to our phone calls home next week.

STUDENTS RETURNING TO SCHOOL
You will be aware of the continuing very low level of transmission of the COVID-19 virus within the WA
community. In regard to schools, as parents across the State are becoming more confident in schools
being safe for their children to attend, we are seeing increased numbers physically returning to school
each day.
The increase in student numbers here at St Emilie’s has inevitably begun to change the learning
dynamics of our classrooms. We have been carefully monitoring the numbers of students attending and
are nudging closer to a tipping point, where teachers are making adjustments to the way in which they
are working with students.
We are currently averaging 65% overall student attendance, with some classes much higher. Next week,
while we will be continuing with the remote learning plan that teachers have created, class teachers will
begin the transition to moving to a more direct mode of instruction here at school. Children who are
working from home will continue to receive support in the completion of their learning tasks, to the very
best of our ability. As you will appreciate, as teachers return to a more normal mode of delivery, their
ability to comment on student work and reply to parents will become increasingly more challenging.
On Monday the 11 May there will be a review to inform our system’s position and on Wednesday 13th
May, a Principal briefing, to discuss the plan moving forward in regards to a return to school for all
students. As soon as we have more information we will certainly share it.
In the meantime, we continue to wish all families the very best and we look forward to seeing you all
soon!
Sincerely,
Tania Thuijs
Principal

