
WEEKLY REMINDERS
Week 8 Term 2 2020

Talking with children about World Events...

In the midst of recent world events, it can be challenging for parents 
to know how to discuss important topics such as racism with 
children. The main thing to remember when talking about big issues
with little people, is to use age-appropriate language and to 
choose your words as carefully and as wisely as you can. We 
want to support children to grasp important concepts, which will 
hopefully get them thinking, and ultimately, over time, help them to 
transfer these ideas into a respectful and informed way of living 
in the world.

We can talk about the ‘Black Lives Matter’ movement as people 
who want to make sure that black people are treated fairly and 
respectfully as equals, regardless of the colour of their skin. 
We can discuss how even though laws were changed many years ago, some 
people are still not being treated fairly or respectfully. 

We can talk about how people all over the world have been protesting against injustices against black 
people, including here in Australia. We can discuss the history of our own First Peoples and their ongoing 
struggle against racism and injustice. We don’t need to shy away from words like restorative justice, we 
simply need to explain it in a way that children can access, eg: “We know that if you knock down someone's 
block building, you have to help them rebuild it, you can't just say, "Sorry," and walk away. Another way to 
say that is restorative justice, and it's the idea that we need to help people when something happens to 
them, whether it was by accident or on purpose.”  

We can talk about empathy (one’s ability to connect with others by forging relationships built on mutual trust 
and understanding) eg: “It’s so important to think about how you would feel if the same thing had happened 
to you. Another way to say that is having empathy.”

We can discuss how we want everyone to be treated fairly and respectfully  eg: “There are lots of different 
kinds of people in our school, community, nation and world and this is something to celebrate. The colour of 
our skin is one difference. It’s important to make sure that all people are treated fairly and respectfully, and 
that’s why we, and lots of other people all over the country and the world, need to play our own part.”

Police in riot gear, burning buildings, smashed glass, screaming protesters—the scenes we're seeing on the 
news right now from the protests since the death of George Floyd are extremely confronting for us all and 
especially scary for little eyes, so parents are advised to carefully monitor access to TV news coverage.

The next generation are watching how we respond to racism every day. Our values, beliefs and 
attitudes are as much ‘caught’ as they are taught, so may we be consistently authentic role models to our 
young. And may we, as a proudly multicultural, Catholic school community, continue to model the 
deepest of respect to one another, by word and example, wherever we are.

Regards,                   “You’re always communicating about race, 
Tania Thuijs                                   whether you talk about it or not.”
Principal                                                                                                      Howard Stevenson
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As the COVID-19 restrictions have eased, we are pleased to 
re-offer our after school Homework Club again this year, for 
Year 4-6 students.  This will begin in term 3 and will run from 
3.00-4.00pm on Tuesdays in the Learning Hub. I will again 
coordinate the program, with other staff members assisting 
on a rostered basis.

The information for parents from last term, will be re-sent 
home via SEQTA by Friday 18th June (end of week 8). 
Thank you to the parents who have already sent in their 
Expression of Interest Forms (at the end of Term One). 
Please note that I have your forms and you are not required 
to complete them again.

For duty of care purposes, the number of participants will be 
capped, so depending on interest, places will be filled by 
those students who teachers feel would most benefit from 
this opportunity first. The goals of the Homework Club are 
to provide students the opportunity:

- to make a plan for what needs to be done, by when, on 
their PP grid for the fortnight

- to get some of their PP homework done, in a quiet, 
supportive environment

- to receive encouragement, and assistance if needed. The 
cost for each student will be $10 per term-to provide 
afternoon tea.

Please ensure you read the information that will be 
communicated by Friday 18th June. 
Regards, Maria Harvey (Specialist Teacher)

    Homework Tips

❖ Set up a 
homework-friendly area.

❖ Schedule a time.

❖ Help them make a plan.

❖ Keep distractions to a 
minimum.

❖ Make sure kids do their 
own work.

❖ Be a motivator and 
monitor.

❖ Stay calm.

❖ Set a good example.

❖ Praise their work and 
their effort.

❖ Seek help if needed.
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IMPORTANT REMINDERS
We have no desire to be traffic police - 
please don’t place us in this position, 
thank you.

We rely on daily community 
cooperation, consideration, 
patience and appreciation for ‘the 
big picture’ - which is ultimately about 
safety, ease of traffic flow and 
consideration of our neighbours. 

Please remember:

● No matter what the weather, or 
if you are the only car in line, 
you are to drive your car to the 
furthest bay possible.

● If you arrive early for pick up, 
please park in a side street - 
not along the verge of Amherst 
Road.

● Children and adults are to use 
the crosswalk at all times. 

● It’s a good idea to buy a cheap 
rain jacket for your child for wet 
weather.

● Kindy and PP parents need to 
deliver and collect their child.

● The car bays closest to 
Admin are for teacher parking 
only. If parents park there and 
reverse into oncoming traffic it 
holds things up. Thank you.

Please note: There is to be no 
right turn from the Amherst Road 
gate onto Amherst Road during 
the above times. Thank you for 
your cooperation.
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Claim your free coding session:
Click here 

https://codecampworld.com/invites/st-emilie-s-catholic-primary-school?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=A+free+one-hour+coding+session+for+students+of++P10K_SCHOOL+%21&utm_campaign=Free+Coding+Session+-+Schools
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Subway is available to order 
each Friday via 

School Lunches Online. 

Wednesday Lunches - Online
Please note that at this stage 
Wednesday lunches will not 
operate again until next term. 

RoadWorks 
Please note from  Monday 25th 
May until 19th June Norwich Road 
will be closed due to roadworks. 

http://www.schoollunchonline.com.au/?q=School/Order
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Uniform Shop
A reminder that Uniform shops are now able to be open to parents and caregivers where the 
school can assure adherence to physical distancing requirements of 2m2 , enhanced cleaning 
and minimise contact with the broader school population. 

Parents and caregivers who need to visit our uniform shop are required to sign in, providing 
contact information in the event that this information is required by the Department of Health. 
Please note we will collect this information via our Booking Website. 

To organise a visit to the Uniform Shop parents will need to book a 10 minute time slot online per 
family. There are two assistants available for each time slot.
Go to: www.schoolinterviews.com.au
 
The code : d6v8c (this code will change next term)
Uniform Shop Open: Tuesdays and Thursdays 
8am - 9.00am by booking only

For new families, the uniform shop is located in the school hall.

Please be aware that due to COVID -19, there is limited stock in some sizes, especially in the 
everyday polos in size 10, 12 and 14.

We hope that by the end of the term all children will be back in their correct uniform - this 
includes hair accessories, socks, no nail varnish or additional jewelery and so on. 

Please be patient and respectful with our Uniform Thank you for your support.

 

http://www.schoolinterviews.com.au
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Above all, trust in the slow work of God. 

We are quite naturally impatient in everything to reach the end without delay.
We like to skip the intermediate stages.

We are impatient of being on the way to something unknown, something new.

And yet it is the law of all progress that it is made by passing through some stages of instability—
and that it may take a very long time.

And so I think it is with you; your ideas mature gradually—let them grow;
let them shape themselves, without undue haste.

Don’t try to force them on, as though you could be today what time (that is to say, grace and circumstances 
acting on your own good will) will make of you tomorrow.

Only God could say what this new spirit gradually forming within you will be.

Give Our Lord the benefit of believing that his hand is leading you, 
and accept the anxiety of feeling yourself in suspense and incomplete.

Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, SJ


