YEAR FOUR-2020
TERM FOUR - PARENT NEWSLETTER
Miss Gracie Clune & Mrs Chara Pottier

ST ANNE, PRAY FOR US
My family is the heart of my life.
It is my little Church.
Saint Anne, guard the members of my family
against all physical and spiritual danger.
You lived in the presence of your husband Joachim and your little daughter Mary.
Later, you welcomed your son-in-law, Saint Joseph, and above all your beloved Grandson Jesus,
our Saviour.
May your family inspire our families.
May we remain united in a deep mutual love.
If my family is broken by separation or divorce,
remain for us the Saint of tenderness and lead us to God.
Saint Anne, you were a spouse, a mother, and a grandmother;
bless all the members of my family.
Keep us faithful to the Lord.
May we remain attentive to the needs of other families.
Protect all families.
Amen.
- St Ann, Pray for Us -

Welcome Back!
Dear Parents,
Welcome back to Term 4! We hope you had a wonderful break and are looking forward to a busy ﬁnal term of 2020, after what has been
an unprecedented year.
This term promises to be as busy as last. Our Edudance lessons will begin this term, and we are excited to see our dance skills put on
show. During Week 2, we will be completing our whole school Walkathon, please encourage your child to collect sponsors in the lead up
to this event. Week 3 will be jam packed, with our Robotics Incursion, Interschool Athletics and our Book Week Incursion. Throughout the
rest of the term we also have a lot of other exciting events that will be keeping us busy including NAIDOC Week and our Christmas
Assembly.
This term we will be reading Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone by J.K. Rowling, if you have a copy of this at home your child is
welcome to bring this in to read during our Novel Study sessions.
As a reminder, all children need to be in their correct uniform - this includes hair accessories, socks, no nail varnish or additional jewellery
and so on. The school uniform policy can be found here.
This document will outline important information regarding housekeeping matters and your child’s learning for Term Four. If you have any
questions and queries regarding information within this document please do not hesitate to email your child’s classroom teacher.
We thank you for your ongoing support and we are looking forward to an exciting ﬁnal term together in Year Four!
Mrs Pottier and Miss Clune

HOUSEKEEPING
In the table below is information regarding specialist classes for Term Four. Information about what your child will need for these particular classes is
also provided.
MON

TUES

WED

THURS

FRI

Banking
(Students must hand in their books before
9am)

Health (Mr Davis)

Japanese (Mrs Aroozoo)

Year 3/4 Sport

4G even weeks
4B odd weeks

(Students wear their sport uniform
- yellow sport shirt and sport
pants or skorts)

Music (Mr Dabbs)
Science (Mrs Cogger)
Physical Education (Mr Davis)
(Students are to wear their house shirt and
sport pants or skorts)

4B even weeks
4G odd weeks

Library
Edudance
(Please note students are to bring their library
bags and books for return)

Punctuality
At 8:30am each morning classrooms will be opened. Students are expected to be in their classrooms before 8:40am to ensure they have time to set
up for the school day.
*Please note that if your child arrives at school between 8:20am and 8.30am, they will need to assemble in the undercover area until 8:30am to
receive supervision until their classrooms open.

TERM FOUR - RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
The purpose of Religious Education is to provide an understanding of the Christian message as it is handed
on by the Catholic Church. Your child will be guided to study, research and learn what the Catholic Church
teaches.
The teaching of Religious Education is compulsory for all students in Catholic schools in Western Australia.
Your child will have a thirty minute Religious Education lesson each day. They will also be expected to
participate in praying and going to Mass throughout the year as part of the religious life of the school.
Our ﬁrst unit this term focuses on Baptism. In this unit we will explore how people belong and participate in
their Church community through the Sacraments, and how belonging to a community helps us develop
relationships with others and an understanding of who we are. The children will discover how the
Sacraments help people to belong to the Church community and to follow the teachings of Jesus. Your
child will learn why it is important for members of the Church community to participate in the Sacrament of
Baptism, and will be able to describe the Rite of Baptism and the importance of water in this Sacrament. At
Baptism, we receive three special gifts to help them live as followers of Jesus. These special gifts are faith,
hope and charity. Your child will explore these three special gifts and learn how baptised people can grow
in faith, hope and charity.
Our second unit this term centers on Advent. During this unit, the children will explore the experience of
seasons. They will identify the four seasons and learn how Aboriginal people identify diﬀerent seasons
depending on the land on which they live. The children will learn that the Catholic Church also has
‘liturgical seasons,’ and that these seasons decide which readings from the Bible are read each day
throughout the year. The children will identify the ﬁve liturgical seasons, when they occur and the colour
used during this time. The children will discover that Advent is a season of joy and hope for all who follow
Jesus. They will learn that during Advent, we can make changes and ask God to help us follow Jesus more
closely, and will explore the ways that we can follow Jesus more and renew our lives.

LITERACY
At the beginning of this term, our writing will focus on the report-writing genre and
learning all about the countries which neighbour Australia. We will use this knowledge in
combination with our own research to create infographic posters.
We will then spend time, unpacking the features of narrative texts before drafting,
writing and editing our own spooky stories. To ﬁnish the term, will will be revisiting and
building on our knowledge of persuasive writing to create persuasive advertisements
which will link to our class novel.
Alongside their individual and conference reading and rotations, the children will
complete a novel study. This term we will be studying Harry Potter and the Philosopher's
Stone by J.K. Rowling. Novel Study activities will develop students comprehension,
ﬂuency and word work.

NUMERACY
This term, the children will revisit and build up the concepts of Statistics and
Probability and Measurement and Geometry. In Statistics and Probability, we will ﬁrst
focus on chance, before moving onto mass, capcity, length, temperature and shape in
Measurement and Geometry.
As part of our whole school approach, we will also continue learning and mastering our
timetables.
MAI groups will begin multiplication & division. Here, the students will develop and
expand their use of diﬀerent strategies, through a variety of challenging and engaging
hands on educational activities.

INTEGRATED STUDIES
We are looking forward to beginning our Integrated unit of work titled ‘Our Island Home’
During this unit, the children will be engaged in the connections of the Geographical
world as they learn about diﬀerent environments, climate zones and natural vegetation.
They will learn about Australia's neighbouring countries and about changes caused by
adding and removing heat, and heat conductivity. The students will work in groups as
they consider the location, climate, and values of their own artiﬁcial island nation.
Essential questions we will explore are;
•
Why is heat important for life on Earth?
•

What is it like to live in diﬀerent places on Earth?

•

How do we use information technology and maps to learn about the world?

FRUITS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
Our Fruit of the Holy Spirit focus for the ﬁrst ﬁve weeks of Term 4 is
Faithfulness. Faithfulness comes from a place of trust and loyalty.
Hebrews 11:1 says, “Now faith is a conﬁdence in what we hope for and
assurance about what we do not see.”
Our Fruit of the Holy Spirit focus for the ﬁnal four weeks of Term 4 is
Patience. Patience refers to steadfastness in diﬃcult circumstances. It
comes from a position of power and brings self-restraint and careful
thinking.

TERM FOUR - SCIENCE
The National Science Week theme for 2020 Deep Blue is all about a focus on the oceans. They are always out
there, creating climates, absorbing carbon dioxide, lapping away at the shoreline, and it is impossible to
ignore, as the Earth’s oceans cover more than two-thirds of the Earth’s total surface area. The ocean theme
also enables students to discover and investigate Australia’s unique marine life and coastal environments.
Year Four students will learn and classify specimens that are commonly found on WA beaches. They will
explore the specimens in detail and use magniﬁers to highlight distinguishing features. Students will use a
Venn diagram to sort and classify the specimens. Students will use the Rotary Magnifying Microscopes to
examine beach sand and learn about the materials that are in it. Students will learn about the external
features of ﬁsh of WA ﬁsh such as Dhuﬁsh, Pink Snapper and Barramundi.
From Mrs Cogger

TERM FOUR - JAPANESE
This year in Japanese we are aiming for mastery of the ﬁrst Japanese alphabet. Year 4 students have
been practising Hiragana in year 2 and 3 and will now be expected to read and write Hiragana
regularly in class. In every Japanese class, opportunities are given for students to practise and many
have opted to take home some extra work over the holidays. Well done.
Motivated students are welcome to come and see me at lunchtime any day for guidance and
feedback. Students have shown such persistence and responsibility towards their learning!
SUBARASHI! (Wonderful!)
Please encourage your child to practise writing and reading the Japanese Hiragana as it is a regular
part of their Purposeful Practise Grids, in years 3 to 6, every term for 10 minutes twice every week to
ensure their continuing success.
Students have a real Kana and Duolingo app on their iPads to help them study, along with other fun
games they know how to play in order to help them write and read Japanese characters. In class,
they have been taught how to use these apps proﬁciently.
Here is a copy of the Hiragana alphabet chart to help them with their learning.
From Mrs Aroozoo

TERM FOUR DATES
October
12th October - Pupil Free Day

TERM FOUR DATES

TERM FOUR DATES

Please note these dates are subject to change, in November Continued
alignment with Government and CEWA
guidelines.
24th November - Keyed Up Music Recital
3-4pm

13th October - Students First Day Back
25th November - School AGM 5.30pm
19th October - Book Week Begins
21st October - Walkathon
26th October - Robotics Incursion
27th October - Interschool Jumps
28th October - Book Week Incursions

26th November - Keyed Up Music Recital
3-4pm
December
2nd December - 8am Community Mass
4th December - Edudance Concert - times to
be advised.

29th October - Interschool Athletics

9th December - 9am Whole School
Thanksgiving Mass

November

10th December - Year 1 to 6 Afternoon
Celebration

4th November - 8am Community Mass
16th November - Pupil Free Day & 2 Way
Interviews
23rd November - Keyed Up Music Recital
3-4pm

10th December - School Report Online
11th December - Last Day for Students &
Year Level Christmas
Assemblies - times to be
advised.

BELONGINGS

FOOD ALLERGIES

All students should have each item of
their property labelled with their name.
The children are responsible for their
own items, including hats, and will need
to maintain the presentation of them.
For example, any books that have graﬃti
on them or are torn will need to be
replaced.

At St. Emilie’s, we have a number of
children with severe food allergies.
Please keep this in mind when sending
food to school. No nuts, nutella or
peanut butter sandwiches, thank you.

BIRTHDAYS
Please do not send in any food treats to
share with the class on your child’s
birthday.
Rest assured we will certainly celebrate
them and their special day.

LUNCHES AND SNACKS

MEDICAL

Parents are reminded that there is a very
high expectation that children’s
lunchboxes contain healthy, nutritious
food choices every day.

If your child needs to take medication
that will aﬀect their participation in
school activities, please advise the
school. In addition, if your child requires
medicines to be administered during
school hours, the appropriate form
needs to be completed. These are also
available from the oﬃce.

All children must be sent to school with
a healthy snack for “crunch and sip”
and a healthy recess/lunch to ensure
they have enough energy to
concentrate during the day. St. Emilie’s is
a nut free and ‘Allergy Aware’ school.
Lunches on-line are are available each
Wednesday and Subway lunches each
Friday. These are provided as ‘a service’
for families. If you are able to donate
half an hour of your time to a
Wednesday lunchtime roster, please
contact the School Oﬃce on 92569696.

NUDE FOOD
We are asking students to please bring
their recess and lunch to school in
containers. We are aiming for a rubbish
free school!
WATE R

B OTTLE S

Children will always be allowed to
keep their water bottle in the
classroom; however, they must only
contain water (no cordial, juices etc).

ABSENCES

OPPORTUNITY FOR
REPORTING STUDENT
PROGRESS

An email from parents must be sent if a child
is absent from school for any period of time
for accountability/legal purposes. Please
send these in promptly to both your child’s
teacher and the oﬃce before 9am on the day
of absence. Holidays during term time are not
encouraged or endorsed in our school;
however, if you are planning a holiday, you
must complete a holiday form from the oﬃce
for school records and for legal purposes.

This term we have Two Way Interviews in Week
6 on the 16th of November. Details regarding
the booking for Two Way Interviews will be
posted on the website. We look forward to
meeting with each family personally to discuss
your child’s progress, successes and goals.
Semester 2 reports will also go online in Week
9 on the 10th of December.

COMMUNICATION
The best way to contact your child’s classroom
teacher is via email.
As outlined in the Parent Information Handbook,
teachers will endeavour to reply within 48 hours
during the working week. Appointments can be
arranged via email.
chara.hynes@cewa.edu.au
gracie.clune@cewa.edu.au
Important messages, reminders and dates will
be on the school website. Please check it
weekly.
http://www.stemiliescps.wa.edu.au/

PURPOSEFUL PRACTICE

MARKING
Please be aware, while not every piece of
work completed by students will be marked,
this doesn’t mean that it has not been
viewed by ourselves or others e.g. support
teacher, peers etc. We will mark the work
that the students will be referring back to at
a later stage, along with assessment tasks.
Regular verbal feedback is a powerful and
effective means by which students are able
to monitor their progress and this type of
feedback is used regularly.

In Term Four, we will be continue to use our
whole school approach of Purposeful Practice.
We thank you for your ongoing parental support
to ensure that your child is completing the set
tasks at home. The grids will be shared online
on the school website. For more information on
the Purposeful Practice Policy, please see the
School Website.
Wk 1 & 2 - Due Friday Wk 2
Wk 3 & 4 - Due Friday Wk 4
Wk 5 & 6 - Due Friday Wk 6
Wk 7 & 8 - Due Friday Wk 8
Wk 9 - No Grid

BEHAVIOUR MANAGEMENT
Parents will only be contacted should a
behaviour warrant your attention. If a student
has continued to ignore class rules or teacher
reminders, or if a particular one-oﬀ behaviour is
worthy of further investigation, the Principal
and or members of the Leadership Team may
become involved. Here at St Emilie’s, we work
closely as a team to address behaviour issues
as soon as possible to the time it occurs so that
good learning can be made from inappropriate
choices. When parent and staﬀ are ‘on the
same page’ and support one another, there will
always be better outcomes for all children.

